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,•:":• CHiAPTER I :.

THE STPATEGIC SEFrIfIG

SA WRONG WAR WITH WRONG ENEMY IN A WRONG PLACE AT A WRONG TIME , ,

GENERAL OF THE ARMY, OMAR N. BRADLEY, CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

THE STUDY OF THE X CORPS AND THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION IN THEIR DEFENSIVE

REAR AREA PROTECTION MEASURES IN THE VICINITY OF WONSAN, KOREA IN %OVEMER, 1950, ..

IS UNIQUE IN SEVERAL ASPECTS -- NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH ARE THE DISPARATE NATIONAL

OBJECTIVES, MILITARY SYSTEMS, AND PREVIOUS PERFORMANCE OF THE OPPOSING ARMIES.

THE NORTH KOREAN ATTACK ACROSS THE 38TH PARALLEL BEGAN AT ? HOURS,

25 JUNE 1950. THE KOREAN WAR MARKED THE PRECARIOUS MIDDLE OF THE TWENTIETH

CENTURY, A PERIOD WHEN MANY NATIONS WERE STILL LICKING THEIR-WOUNDS FROM THE

SECOND WORLD WAR, THE UNITED STATES WAS BEGINNING TO SEE THE RESULTS FROM I

THE MASSIVE INFLUX OF AID TO EUROPE VIA THE MARSHALL PLAN, AND THE WORLD

WATCHED THE GROWTH AND PROSPERITY OF THE NEW LIBERAL GERMAN STATE. THE ATOMIC

BOMB HAD CONVINCED AMERICANS THAT STRATEGY, ALONG ,1E LINES OF U. S. GRANT, ."

WAS TO BE DEFINED IN TERMS OF ANNIHILATION. THE OCCASIONAL WARNING OF LIMITED

WARFARE FELL ON DEAF EARS, AND THE WESTrRN NATIONS DID NOT ANTICIPATE A
. '..':..9

CONFRONTATION AGAINST COMfMUNISM IN ANYTHING LESS THAN WORLD VlAR III,.

WiONSAN REAR AREA SECURITY OPERATIONS OF NOVEMIBER, 1.9-, OCCURRED IN THE

EARLY STAGES OF THE KOREAN WAR -- FIVE MONTHS FOLLOWING THE F1RTH KOREAN ATTACK

AND APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR BEFORE THE STABILIZATION OF A GENERAL DEFENSIVE LINE$ L
By JULY 1950, THE WAR WAS ALREADY AN INTERNATIONAL EFFORT WITH GENERAL OF THE

* .... 9.99 9.
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ARMY DOUGLAS VlACARTHuR C0(44ANDING THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND. THE COMM.,D

RECEIVED FORCES FROM ENGLAND, AUSTRALIA, CANADA, HOLLAND, NEW ZEALAND, AND TEN

ADDITIONAL. U. N. MEMBE NATIONS.2  THjE OPPOSING FORCES CONSISTED OF NORTH KOREA

AND IN OCTOBER OF 950,, BOTH NORTH KOREA AND COMMUNIST CHINA,

FOLLOWING THE STABILIZATION OF THE U. N. DEFENSIVE POSITIONS IN SOUTH-

EASTERN KOREA AROUND THE PUSAN PERIMETER IN JULY 1950, MACARTHUR'S INCHON LANDING

ON THE WESTERN COAST WITH THE X CORPS SUCCEEDED IN CUTTING THE NORTH-SOUTH LINES

OF COMMUICATIONS AND CAPTURING THE CAPITAL CITY, SEOUL. IN SEPTEMBER. SUBSEQUENT

OPERATIONS STARTED A PARTIAL ROUTE OF NORTH KOREAN FORCES AND THE U. N. PUSH

TO THE NORTH. NO SOONER WAS X CORPS SUCCESSFUL AT INCHON WHEN MACARTHUR DESIGNATED

IT TO CARRY OUT AN INDEPENDENT AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT AGAINST fONSAN. J. LAwTON

COLLINS, ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF, REMARKED: "THE GENERAL (MAcARTHUR) SKETCHED HIS

PLAN TO LAND THE X CORPS AT WONSAN AND PREDICTED THAT IT WOULD CUT ACROSS PYONGYANG X,

IN ONE 'WEEK IN A MANEUVER THAT HE COMPARED TO INCHON." 3 CONSEQUENTLY, THE X CORPS

AND THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION REMBVARKED AT INCHON IN MID-0CTOBER, CAUSING A *4

CONSIDERABLE DISORDER AND INTERRUPTION OF THE INBOUND SUPPLIES AT THE PORT, ,L

As THE X CORPS WAS REEMBARKING AT INCHON, ALL REPLBLIC OF KOREA (MK)

DIVISIONS EXCEPT THE 1ST HAD CROSSED THE FRONTIER AND WERE DRIVING 'TO THE NORTH.

THE 3D RK DIVISION AVERAGED 15 MILES A DAY AGAINST A CONSIDERABLE RESISTANCE .5,,, '.%

AND MANAGED TO TAKE WONSAN ON 1.1 OCTOBER WITH SOME HELP FROM THE ROK CAPITAL

DIVISION. BOTH DIVISIONS LEFT ELEMENTS TO SECURE WONSAN AND THEN ATTACKED TO

THE NORTH, MEANtW!HILE, THE X CORPS AND THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION ARRIVED OFF )bNSAN

COAST TO FIND THE HARBOR PROTECTED BY SOVIET MINES. VbNSAN HARBOR, THE ONLY *.",

SIGNIFICANT HARBOR ON THE NORTH KOREAN EAST COAST, WAS MINED BY THE SOVIETS WITH
5*.. THEIR NEWEST EQUIPMENT.
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AFTER A CONSIDERABLE DELAY TO CLEAR THE MINES, THE X CORPS BEGAN A QUIET

ADMINISTRATIVE LANDING AT WONSAN AT UN3j HOURS ON 26 OCTOBER, THE -ST MARINE

DIVISION CLOSED WITH ALL ELEMENTS ASHORE BY THE EVENING OF THE 28TH, THE OTHER

X CORPS DIVISION, THE 7TH DIVISION, WAS LANDED TO THE NORTH AT IWON ON THE 29w.6

THE AXIS OF ADVANCE OF THE X CORPS WAS SHIFTED TO THE NORTH, AND THE 3D K -

(US) INFANTRY DIVISION RELIVED THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION IN THE WbNSAN AREA,

THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION'S MISSION WAS TO BLOCK THE MAIN ROADS IN THE SOUTHERN

PART OF THE CORPS ZONE AGAINST THE GUERRILLAS AND BYPASSED NORTH KOREAN REGULARS

AND TO PROTECT THE VbNSAN-HUNGNAM COASTAL STRIP, THIS REAR ARASECURITY OPERATION

CONTINUED UNTIL 15 DECEMBER WHEN ELEMENTS OF THE 3D DIVISION AND THE R0K MARINE '

DIVISION WERE EVACUATED BY SEA FROM WONSAN DUE TO THE MASSIVE INTERVENTION BY

THE COTMMUNIST CHINESE FORCES, 7

A COMPARISON OF THE PRINCIPAL ANTAGONISTS IN THE KOREAN WAR MUST BEGIN

WITH THE CLOSING OF WORLD WAR II. THE OCCUPATION POWERS, SOVIETS IN THE NORTH

AND THE U.S. IN THE SOUTH, WERE REQUESTED TO WITHDRAW THEIR FORCES FROM KOREA

BY THE UNITED NATIONS, BY THE END OF 19M8, THE SOVIETS REPORTED ALL SOVIET

TROOPS HAD LEFT KOREA AND BY JUNE 29, 1949, THE LAST OF THE AMERICAN TROOPS

HAD DEPARTED, LEAVING BEHIND A 50-MAN U.S. MILITARY ADVISORY GROUP CONTINGENT, "

,* BUT PEACE NEVER FOLLOWED, As AMERICAN SNILED, BORDER INCIDENTS AND MINOR

"INVASIONS OCCURRED REGULARLY INTO THE ONJIN PENINSULA#

ON THE EVE OF THE KOREAN WAR, MANY DISPARATIES, AS WELL AS SIMILARITIES.,

EXISTED BETWEEN THE TWO KOREAS, BUDDHISM AND SHAMANISM WERE THE MAJOR RELIGIONS,

ALTHOUGH SOVIET INFLUENCE AND THE EMERGING COMM?4UNIST IDEOLOVY OF THE rkORTH WOULD A

3
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ULTIMATELY DISCOURAGE ANY RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION .o.TH SEOUL AND PYONGYANG WERE

CENTERS OF MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES PRIOR TO THE wAR. THE MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

THE NORTH AND SOUTH, OTHER THAN THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT, WAS THE LOCATION OF

INDUSTRY, THE 10.45 DIVISION OF THE PENINSULA RESULTED IN AN UNNATURAL PARTITION

OF THE NATURAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES. r'RTH KOREA BENEFITED IN TERMS OF BO3TH

INDUSTRY AND NATURAL RESOURCES, BUT IT HAD ONLY ONE-THIRD OF THE WORK FORCE,

APPROXIMATELY, 65% OF KOREA'S HEAVY INDUSTRY WAS IN THE fORTH, HOWEVER, THE

NORTH HAD ONLY 31% OF LIGHT INDUSTRY, 37, AGRICULTURE, AND 18% OF THE PENINSULA'S

T TAL NA~TIONAL. STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES OF tbRTH KOREA WERE EVIDENT FROM THE

PERIOD OF ITS EMERGENCE AS A CaMIST STATE. IN SEPTEMBER 1948, THE SOVIETS

ESTABLISHED THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA (DPRKO NORTH OF THE 38TH

PARAU.EL,2 THE BORDER VIOLATIONS MENTIONED ABOVE WERE A MANIFESTATION OF THE

KOREAN INTENTION TO REUNITE KOREA, KIM IL SUNG'S GOVERNMENT OPENLY AND CLEARLY

BROADCAST ITS INTENTIONS TO REUNITE KOREA BY FORCE IN THE SUER OF 1949, IN

LETTERS TO THE U. N. SECRETARY GENERAL TRYGVE LIE AND TO CARLOS P. RoMuLo, THE

PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, KIM SIMPLY STATED THAT HE WANTED TO USE

MILITARY FORCES TO UNITE THE PENINSULA, 1

THERE EXISTED IN 1950 NO PREVIOUS PERFORMANCE OF THE NORTH KOREAN ARMY)

PER SE, UPON WHICH AN ANALYSIS COULD BE MADE OF ITS FIGHTING CAPABILITIES,

HOWEVER, KOREA HAD BEEN INVADED, FOUGHT OVER, AND INFLENCED BY ITS LARGER

NEIGHBORS FOR MOST OF ITS HISTORY. FOLLOWING THE HUNDREDS OF YEARS OF "'9

CONVERGENCE OF POWERS ON HER PENINSULA, KOREANS ACCOmoDATED TO MANY MODERN ,

INFLUENCES, AMONG THOSE WERE THE ABILITY TO ORGANIZE, TRAIN, AND FIGHT A WAR.'
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IN 1950, THE NORTH KOREAN PEOPLE's ARMY (NKPA) WAS PREPARED TO FIGHT A

LIMITED WAR, KIM IL SUNG, WHO HAD ONCE BEEN A SOVIET CITIZEN AND ARMY MAJOR,

FORMED A CADRE OF HIS ARMY IN 19W,8. HE CALLED MAO KOREAN VETERANS OF THE

COMMUNIST CHINESE AND SOVIET ARMIES TO RETURN TO KOREA TO FORM THE NUCLEUS OF "

HIS INMINGOON, OR PEOPLE'S ARMY, 13 By 1950, THE ARMY HAD EXPANDED TO INCLUDE

EIGHT INFANTRY DIVISIONS, ALL AT FULL STRENGTH, A MOTORCYCLE RECONNAISSANCE

REGIMENT, AN ARMORED BRIGADE EQUIPPED WITH T-34 MEDIUM TANKS, AND FIVE BRIGADES

OF BORDER FORCES. THE ARMY'S TOTAL STRENGTH WAS 135,000 MEN UNDER ARMS, MANY

OF WHOM HAD GONE SOVIET INDOCTRINATIONI DIVISIONS WERE COtANDED BY OFFICERS

WHO HAD SERVED SUCCESSFULLY WITH THE SOVIETS IN WObRLD WAR II,, AND EACH HAD

APPROXIMATELY 15 SOVIET ARMY ADVISORS.14

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA (ROK) FORCES, ON THE OTHER HAND, WERE NOT SO

, FORTUNATE AS THE NORTH IN TERMS OF EQUIPMENT RECEIVED FROM ITS ALLIES BEFORE

THE WAR. WHILE THE NORTH RECEIVED FROM THE SOVIETS EVERYTHING FROM SMALL ARMS,

T-34 TANKS, HOWITZERS, TO YAK TRAINERS AND BOMBERS, THE SOUTH HAD NO TANKS,

MEDIUM ARTILLERY, FIGHTER AIRCRAFT NOR BOMBERS' ON THE EVE OF THE INVASION,

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA ARMY (ROKA) HAD APPROXIMATELY 65,OM COMBAT TROOPS, ABOUT

ONE-HALF THAT OF NORTH KOREA. THIS INEQUITY WAS NOT RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED

STATES MILITARY AUTHORITIES, AND THE CHIEF OF THE U.S. KOREAN MILITARY ADVISORY

GROUP (KMAG) STATED THAT IF ATTACKED FROM THE NORTH, THE ROKA WOULD HAVE NO

PROBLEMS STOPPING THE INVASION.,6

IT WAS EVIDENT IN 1947 THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS GOING TO TAKE LITTLE

STRATEGIC INTEREST IN KOREA, IN A MEMORANDUM TO THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, THE

p JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF STATED THAT ",, FROM THE STANDPOINT OF MILITARY SECURITY,

THE UNITED STATES HAS LITTLE STRATEGIC INTEREST IN MAINTAINING THE PRESENT TROOPS

AND BASES IN KOREA... ,"7 THE AMERICAN STRATEGIC PLANNERS WERE THINKING IN TERMSI 5



OF THE NEW ATOMIC HORIZONS OF POWER, AND THE JCS BELIEVED THAT ANY AGGRESSION

BY NORTH KOREA COULD BE NEUTRALIZED BY THE U.S. AIR FORCES. AIR WOULD BE MORE

PRAGMATIC AND LESS COSTLY THAN GROUND OPERATIONS, THE JCS RECOi'41ENDED AGAINST

A COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF THE U.S. FORCES, AND THEY RECOGNIZED THE POTENTIAL
POLITICAL IMPACT SUCH AN ACTION MIGHT HAVE UPON JAPAN,1 O

THREE MONUMENTAL STRATEGIC MISTAKES WERE MADE IN 1950, FIRST, THE

UNITED STATES' STRATEGIC INTELLIGENCE DID NOT CORRECTLY IDENTIFY THE DPRK
CAPABILITIES NOR DID THE MILITARY AND GOVERNMENTAL POWERS REMOTELY ACKNOWLEDGE

THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INVASION. SECONDLY, THE NORTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT DID -.

NOT ANTICIPATE THE RAPID RESPONSE BY THE UNITED STATES BY COMMITTING THE GROUND

FORCES. AND FINALLY, THE U.N. FORCES WERE STRATEGICALLY SURPRISED BY THE

CHINESE ARMY. 19

ON JUNE 25, 195, THE AMERICAN LEADERSHIP CORRECTLY SAW THE INVASION AS ,

SOVIET-SPONSORED AND REALIZED THAT A FAILURE TO REACT WOULD APPEAR TO THE WORLD

AS A f-iJNICH OF THE FAR EAST, ESPECIALLY IN LIEU OF THE 9L8 LOSS OF CHINA TO

THE COMMUNISTS,2 CONSEQUENTLY, PRESIDENT TRUMN ACCEPTED A LIMITED RESPONSE,

AND THE AMERICAN STRATEGY WHICH HAD FOLLOWED THE PRECEPTS OF U. S, GRANT'S

ANNIHILATION WAS NO LONGER APPROPRIATE. HOEVER., IN THE STRATEGIC SETTING,

KOREA WAS AN EXTREMELY FORTUNATE LOCATION FOR A TEST OF UNITED STATES RESOLVE.

THE DEMOBILIZATION FOLLOWING %bRLD WAR II HAD LEFT THE LARGEST CONCENTRATION

OF U,S. TROOPS OUTSIDE THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES IN JAPAN. MACARTHUR WAS

THE FAR EAST EXPERT, AND HE HAD FOUR DIVISIONS IN JAPAN. HE WAS ALSO WITHIN

REACH OF THE AMERICAN SEA FORCES, 2 1
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AS THE MARINES AND THE X CORPS PREPARED TO GO INTO WONSAN

IN OCTOBER 1950, A NEW COMBATANT CHANGED THE STRATEGIC PARAMETERS

OF THE WAR. THE PRISONERS CAPTURED NEAR UNSAN ON 25 OCTOBER SPOKE

NEITHER KOREAN NOR JAPANESE, 22  THE FACT THAT THEY WERE CHINESE y.

WAS INCREDULOUS TO AMERICAN LEADERS EVEN THOUGH THEY HAD RECEIVED

PRECISE INFORMATION DESCRIBING THE CHINESE INTENTIONS, IN LATE

SEPTEMBER, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT RECEIVED A CHINESE WARNING THROUGH

THE INDIAN. GOVERNMENT. THE CHINESE CONVEYED EXPLICITLY THAT THEY

WOULD INTERVENE IF THE U.N. FORCES CROSSED THE 38TH PARALLEL,

MORE SPECIFICALLY, ON 3 OCTOBER, THE CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTER

ASSURED THE INDIAN AMBASSADOR IN PEKING THAT IF ANY TROOPS OTHER

THAN SOUTH KOREANS CROSSED THE 381'H PARALLEL, CHINA WOULD SEND

TROOPS TO ASSIST THE DEFENSE OF NORTH KOREA. 23

PROBABLY IN ONE OF THE MOST BRILLIANT STRATEGIC DEPLOYMENTS

OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, THE CHINESE ENTERED THE KOREAN WAR UNBEKNOWN

TO THE U.N. COMMAND UNTIL THE CAPTURE OF THE CHINESE PRISONERS,

THE COMMUNIST CHINESE FORCES MOVED 300,000 MEN INTO POSITION IN

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER, AND NONE WERE DISCOVERED BY THE U.N. PLANES

FLYING RECONNAISSANCE OVERHEAD. THE CHINESE MOVED AT NIGHT AND

LAY PERFECTLY CAMOUFLAGED WHILE PLANES FLEW ABOVE DURING THE DAY. 2 4

MACARTHUR IDENTIFIED 21 CHINESE DIVISIONS IN KOREA ON NOVEMBER 30,

AND IN DECEMBER, 27 DIVISIONS FORMED INTO NINE CORPS,

THE REAR AREA SECURITY AT WONSAN IN NOVEMBER 1950 CONSISTED

MORE OF COMBAT OPERATIONS THAN OF CONSOLIDATION OR SECURITY OPERATIONS. ..
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THE CHINESE COMMUNIST FORCES' PLAN WAS STRAIGHT FORWARD -- TO

ENVELOPE THE INLAND FLANKS OF THE EIGHT ARMY AND THE X CORPS AND

TO POCKET THEIR REM#JN(TS AGAINST THE COAST FOR SUBSEQUENT ANNIHI-

LATION WHILE THE MAIN CHINESE THRUST CONTINUED TO THE SOUTH THROUGH

THE PENINSULA, 2 6  CONSEQUENTLY, THE DESCRIPTION OF ACTIONS AT WONSAN

IN NOVEMBER 1950 AS 'REAR AREA SECURITY' IS SOMEWHAT MISLEADING4

THE U.N. FORCES DEFENDED AGAINST THE COMBINED ATTACKS OF NORTH

KOREAN AND COMMUNIST CHINESE FORCES. THE MISSION OF THE 3D (US) '

INFANTRY DIVISION AND THE ROK MARINE DIVISION WAS IN REALITY THE

DEFENSE OF THE WONSAN PERIMETER RATHER THAN A POLICE ACTION IMPLIED

BY THE TERM, REAR AREA SECURITY,

THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISlON WAS A MOTELY ORGANIZATION IN 1950,
"• THE 65TH REGIMENT OF THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION HAD EMBARKED ON TWO

TRANSPORTS IN PUERTO RICO ON 25 AUGUST AND HAD ARRIVED AT PUSAN ON

22 SEPTEMBER. THE OTHER TWO REGIMENTS, THE 7TH AND 15TH, AND THE

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS SAILED FROM SAN FRANCISCO BETWEEN 30 AUGUST

AND 2 SEPTEMBER. THE DIVISION WAS AUGMENTED WITH 8,500 KOREAN

DRAFTEES IN JAPAN, 2 7

THE 3D DIVISION WAS AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION BY THE TIME

IT REACHED WONSAN, SOME SQUADS CONSISTED OF TwO AMERICAN ENLISTED

MEN AND EIGHT KOREANS, THE 65TH REGIMENT WAS COMPOSED OF WHITE

PUERTO RICANS, VIRGIN ISLAND BLACKS, AND WHITE AMERICAN SOLDIERS.

A TANK COMPANY HAD ALL BLACK AMERICAN SOLDIERS, AND OTHER UNITS

HAD NUMEROUS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT4 2 8

8
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THE 3D DIVISION WOULD ULTIMATELY PARTICIPATE IN NUMEROUS •,-,

"MAJOR ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE NORTH KOREAN FORCES ALONG THE REGIMENTAL ,,,.

SUPPLY ROUTES, BEGINNING APPROXIMATELY FROM 12 NOVEMBER 1950 IN

THE AREA WEST OF WONSAN BETWEEN MAJON-NI AND TONGYANG, SEVERAL

OF THESE BATTLES RESULTED IN HEAVY LOSSES IN MEN AND EQUIPMENT

AND WERE BY NO MEANS REAR AREA SECURITY,' As CHINESE AND NORTH

KOREAN COORDINATION IMPROVED, THE 3D DIVISION LOSSES INCREASED

AND ULTIMATELY RESULTED IN THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE DIVISION AND THE

ROK MARINE DIvISION BY SEA ON 15 DECEMBER. 2 9

IN SUMMARY, THE STRATEGIC SETTING FOR THE CAMPAIGN AT WONSAN

INCLUDED THE VITAL INTERESTS OF FIVE POWERSJ DPRK, ROK, COMMUNIST

CHINA, USSR, AND THE UNITED STATES. THE WAR'S MOST SIGNIFICANT

SURPRISES WERE THE ORIGINAL ATTACK BY NORTH KOREA, THE ENTRANCE

OF THE UNITED STATES INTO THE WAR, AND THE INTERVENTION BY COMMUNIST

CHINA. WONSAN, WITH ITS EXCELLENT HARBOR AND ACCESSIBILITY, WAS

DESTINED TO BECOME A KEY TERRAIN FOR THE OPPOSING ARMIES, IT WOULD

CERTAIN'.Y HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE OVER THE TACTICAL PLANS OF •'E

BOTH FORCES, I

S..,..



CHAPTER II

THE TACTICAL ENVIRONMENT

IHE CLIMATE AND WEATHER

WINTERS IN NORTH KOREA RANGE FROM VERY COLD IN THE LOWLANDS

TO SEVERE, ACRTIC WEATHER IN THE HIGHLANDS. THE MEAN TEMPERATURE

IS BELOW FREEZING IN THE LOWLANDS WITH THE MEAN MINIMUM TEMPERATURE

GENERALLY BELOW ZERO DEGREES FAHRENHEIT IN THE HIGHLANDS, EXTREME

MINIMUM TEMPERATURES ARE 30 TO 40 DEGREES BELOW ZERO, THE MOUNTAINOUS

INTERIOR OF NORTHERN KOREA IS A REGION OF RELATIVELY HIGH PRECIPI-

TATIONJ HOWEVERi THE PERIOD FROM OCTOBER THROUGH MARCH IS THE DRY

SEASON. THE WINTER PRECIPITATION FALLS PRIMARILY AS SNOW, THE

ACCUMULATION OF SNOW ON THE GROUND SELDOM EXCEEDS ONE FOOT EXCEPT

IN THE NORTHERN MOUNTAIN VALLEYS WHERE THE DEPTH IS INCREASED BY

LOCAL DRIFTING. DAYS OF CLOUDLESS SKIES ARE NOT UNCOMMON, AND

RELATIVELY CLEAR SKIES MAY LAST FOR SEVERAL DAYS. THE BEST SKY

CONDITIONS FOR AERIAL OPERATIONS PREVAIL IN THE WINTER WHEN CLOUD

COVER AVERAGES .2 FOR 70% OF THE TIME IN THE INTERIOR. VISIBILITY

IS ALSO AFFECTED BY RADIATION FOGS, THESE FORM IN THE PROTECTED

LOCALITIES OF THE INTERIOR DURING CALM PERIODS OR WITH VERY LIGHT K.
WINDS USUALLY LATE AT NIGHT OR IN THE EARLY MORNING. THE FOG

COVER USUALLY DISAPPEARS BY 1000 HOURS.

THE COLD AND WET WEATHER CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN KOREA RESULTED

IN INSTRUCTION IN THE PREVENTION OF IMMERSION (TRENCH) FOOT AND

. o, .P,
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FROSTBITE. THE LOW TEMPERATURES, PRODUCING ARCTIC-LIKE CONDITIONS,
ACCOUNTED FOR 85% OF THE 5,100 COLD WEATHER CASES DURING THE WINTER

OF 1950-51, BECAUSE EXTREMELY COLD WEATHER SOMETIMES CAUSED INITIAL

SHOCK, TROOPS WERE INDOCTRINATED IN THE USE OF WARMING TENTS, AN

EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON THE CARE OF FEET. MEDICAL OFFICERS AND AID-

MEN TAUGHT TROOPS HOW TO PREVENT AND CARE FOR COLD WEATHER INJURIES, ,-
IN ADDITION, QUARTERMASTER TEAMS FROM THE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS WERE

SENT TO THE FIELD IN 1950, TO DEMONSTRATE, INSTRUCTj AND SUPERVISE .

THE FITTING OF WINTER CLOTHING, THE MOST IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION

WAS THE NECESSITY FOR TEACHING COLD WEATHER HABITS SO THAT COMBAT

OPERATIONS WOULD NOT BE UNNECESSARILY IMPEDED BY SEVERE WEATHER.

, WHEN PROPER PREVENTIVE MEASURES WERE NOT TAKEN, COLD WEATHER HAD

AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON TROOP MORALE.
% %

46:

THE EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS GREATLY CURTAILED MAINTENANCE

PRODUCTION PARTICULARLY DURIN(G THE HOURS OF DARKNESS. MAINTENANCE

TENTS WITH ADEQUATE HEATING WERE ADDED TO EACH ORDNANCE MAINTENANCE

COMPANY OPERATING IN SNOW OR EXTREME COLD. DURING VERY COLD WEATHER,

PRE-HEATERS WERE USED ON VEHICLE ENGINES TO INSURE THE EASE OF 'v.

STARTING.

DURING NOVEMBER 1950, THE WEATHER WAS CLEAR AND THE TRAFFI-

CABILITY EXCELLENT ON ALL ROADS AND HIGH GROUNDS, RICE PADDIES

REMAINED SOFT, NOT ALLOWING TANKS TO CROSS, As DECEMBER APPROACHED

AND THE WEATHER REMAINED CLEAR AND COLDER, THE RICE PADDIES FROZE

ALLOWING TANKS GOOD TRAFFICABILITY, LITTLE SNOW WAS ENCOUNTERED

*" . I',,•



WHICH DID NOT SIGNIFICANTLY HAMPER OPERATIONS. ICE CMSED THE

MOST TROUBLE. VEHICLES HAD TROUBLE ON ICE OR FROZEN GROUND IN

OBTAINING SUFFICIENT TRACTION TO CROSS TWO OR THREE FEET HIGH

DIKES, EVEN WITH HIGH CHEVRON TRACKS.

AS THE WEATHER BECAME COLDER, MAINTENANCE REQUIRED MORE

TIME TO COMPLETE AND FREQUENT WARM-UP PERIODS FOR VEHICLES WERE

NECESSARY. LOGS OR BRANCHES WERE REQUIRED TO KEEP TRACKS OFF

THE GROUND WHEN PARKED, TO PREVENT THE TRACKS FROM FREEZING TO

THE GROUND, EXTREME COLD ALSO CAUSED THE OIL ON THE OPERATING

PARTS OF AUTOMATIC WEAPONS TO STIFFEN RESULTING IN THE WEAPONS ,

FAILING TO FUNCTION PROPERLY. DURING SEVERE COLD WEATHER, EXCESS

OIL SHOULD BE REMOVED BY CLEANING WITH GASOLINE OR OTHER AVAILABLE

SOLVENT,

KOREA IS A LAND OF MANY MOUNTAINS, FEW ROADS, NUMEROUS

SMALL RIVERS, A FEW LARGE ONES, AND MANY RICE PADDIE AREAS. THE ;''.'.

AREA IS DIFFICULT TO TRAVERSE SO THAT COORDINATED EMPLOYMENT OF '.-14
" GROUND FORCES IS HABITUALLY DIFFICULT AND FREQUENTLY IMPOSSIBLE.

NUMEROUS SCATTERED PEAKS, SOME OF WHICH HAVE ELEVATIONS OF MORE ,

THAN 8,000 FEET, ARE LOCATED PR7NCIPALLY IN THE EASTERN AND

NORTHEASTERN PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, WONSAN, THE 3D INFANTRY

DIVISION'S AREA OF OPERATIONS, LIES ON THE EAST COAST OF KOREA

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MOUNTAIN RANGE WHICH RUNS FROM THE YALU RIVER

IN THE NORTH ALONG THE EAST COAST OF THE COUNTRY. THERE IS A

12
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SCARCITY OF ROADS IN THIS MOUNTAIN RANGE AREA, EXISTING ROADS

4 •ARE ROUGH, NARROW AND ROCKY, BUT ARE SOLID SUBSTANCE.

:4.

THE MOUNTAIN REGION PROVIDES EXCELLENT OBSERVATION INTO
THE VALLEY AREAS, HOWEVER, FREQUENT GROUND FOG AND LOW CLOUDS

OBSTRUCT OBSERVATION DURING EARLY MORNING HOURS, DIRECT AND

INDIRECT FIRE WEAPONS WERE AFFECTED BY THE TERRAIN. THE 90MM

TANK MAIN GUN, USED IN THE DIRECT FIRE ROLE, WOULD FIRE AS

CLOSE As 50 YARDS IN FRONT O1: ATTACKING OR WITHDRAWING INFANTRY,

THE 90MM WAS SOMETIMES EFFECTIVE AGAINST HIGH TRAJECTORY WEAPONS

EMPLACED BEHIND RIDGES, THE TECHNIQUE USED WAS TO SE'. THE FUSE

ON THE PROJECTILE ON DELAY AND FIRE SO AS TO`AICHOCHET THE ROUND

OFF THE RIDGE AND ABOVE THE POSITION CAUSING AN AIR BURST OVER

THE ENEMY POSITION. ARTILLERY FIRING IN SUPPORT OF THE MANEUVER

FORCES RELIED ON THE USE OF WHITE PHOSPHOROUS IN ORDER TO LOCATE

IMPACTING ROUNDS BECAUSE OF RUGGED TERRAIN. A 10-PER CENT INCREASE

IN WHITE PHOSPHOROUS WAS RECOMMENDED BECAUSE OF THE TERRAIN AND

TO DENY THE ENEMY COVER AND CONCEALMENT,

THE MOUNTAIN AREA AFFORDED EXCELLENT COVER BUT CONCEALMENT

WAS LIMITED DUE TO THE SPARSE VEGETATION NORTH KOREAN AND

CHINESE FORCES COMPENSATED FOR THE LACK OF CONCEALMENT BY

EFFECTIVE USE OF CAMOUFLAGE AND EXTENSIVE NIGHT OPERATIONS,

THE TERRAIN AND WEATHER PRIOR TO THE WINTER MONTHS

PRESENTED THE BIGGEST OBSTACLE TO U,S, OPERATIONS.' DURING THE

WARM WEATHER, TRACKED AND WHEELED VEHICLES WERE CONFINED TO THE

"13



EXISTING ROAD NETWORKS. SOFT SOIL CONDITIONS AND FLOODED RICE

PADDIES PREVENTED CROSS-COUNTRY MOVEMENT, NARROW, WINDING ROADS

PRESENTED EASY INTERDICTION TARGETS TO THE NORTH KOREAN AND

CHINESE COMMUNIST FORCES (CCF), THE TERRAIN IN THE AREA FAVORS

THE DEFENDERS NORTH KOREAN AND CCF OPPOSING THE 3D INFANTRY

DIVISION OPERATED IN SMALL UNIT ELEMENTS AND WERE EFFECTIVE IN

BLOCKING THE ROADS WITH RQ^K SLIDES AND AMBUSHING CONVOYS, IN

THE WINTER, ONCE THE RICE PADDIES WERE DRAINED AND THE GROUND

FROZEN, CROSS-COUNTRY MOBILITY IMPROVED FOR ARMORD VEHICLES BUT

NOT FOR THE WHEELED VEHICLES DUE TO THE RUGGEDNESS OF THE TERRAIN.

';THE MECHANIZATION OF THE U.S. FORCES CREATED AN OBSTACLE IN

ITSELF BY LIMITING THE FORCES TO BE EFFECTIVELY EMPLOYED. COMMUNIST

FORCES OPERATING IN THE AREA WERE PURE INFANTRY AND AS SUCH OFTEN

TRAVERSED THE MOST DIFFICULT TERRAIN FEATURES TO AVOID THE OVER-

WHELMING FIRE-POWER OF THE U.S.

FOR THE COMMUNIST FORCES, ALL OF KOREA WAS AN AVENUE OF

APPROACH. TERRAIN WAS NO BARRIER. OFTEN THE ENEMY SELECTED AN

AREA OF RUGGED, MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN WITH A POOR ROAD NET AS A

MAIN AXIS OF ADVANCE. RIDGELINES, MOUNTAINS, VALLEYS, AND TRAILS

.* ON THE SIDES OF HILLS WERE ALL USED BY THE ENEMY,

,'

THE ENEMY FORCEs

THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION, PLACED BEHIND THE 1ST MARINE

DIVISION, FOUGHT BOTH A FORWARD AREA BATTLE WITH THE 65TH REGIMENTAL

COMBAT TEAM (RCT) AND REAR AREA PROTECTION OPERATIONS WITH THE

"26TH (ROK) REGIMENT OPERATING TO THE NORTH OF WONSAN AND THE

14
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REMAINDER OF THE DIVISION OPERATING TO THE SOUTH OF WONSAN.

ENEMY COMPOSITION OF THE NORTHERN FORCES INCLUDED ELEMENTS

OF AT LEAST THE 124TH, 125TH, AND 126TH CHINESE COMMUNIST FORCES

DIVISIONS OF THE 42D CHINESE ARMY. THE MISSION OF THE CCF WAS

TO CONDUCT COORDINATED ATTACKS AGAINST THE RIGHT FLANK OF THE

X CORPS (UST MARINE AND 3D ID SECTORS) TO CAPTURE THE PORT CITY

OF WONSAN#'

ENEMY FORCES OPPOSING THE DIVISION SOUTH OF WONSAN WERE
ELEMENTS OF THE 2D, 5TH, 10TH, AND 15STH NORTH KOREAN DIVISIONS

THAT HAD BEEN BYPASSED BY THE U,N FORCES. THE TOTAL FORCE

STRUCTURE OF THESE UNITS WAS ESTIMATED TO BE BETWEEN 20,000 AND
HOWEVER, THE UNIT INTEGRITY HAD BEEN LOST AND

GUERRILLA BANDS OF VARIOUS SIZES FROM 200 TO 1,500 HAD BEEN FORMED

OFTEN TIMES UNDER THE CONTROL OF CHINESE OR RUSSIAN LEADERS,

ACCORDING TO ONE SOURCE,. GUERRILLAS WERE TO BE FORMED INTO

INDEPENDENT BATTALIONS OF 700 PERSONNEL EACH TO SUPPORT THE *.,

OFFENSIVE BY THE CCF IN THE NORTH.

THE CCF OFFENSIVE IN THE NORTH WAS ORGANIZED ALONG

CONVENTIONAL LINES WITH A CONVENTIONAL FORCE STRUCTURE. ALTHOUGH "Sr'~~..' - '

THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION ENCOUNTERED SOME OF THESE CONVENTIONAL

FORCES, THE MAJORITY OF THE CONTACTS WERE MADE WITH THE GUERRILLA

GROUPS OPERATING INDEPENDENTLY OF EACH OTHER, ALL OF THESE

ELEMENTS, HOWEVER, ATTACKED CONVOYS AND VILLAGES AS A MEANS OF

RESUPPLY,

15



IN THEEXCEPT FOR A FEW INSTANCES, NORTH KOREAN FORCES OPERATING

IN THE 3D ID SECTOR WERE ARMED WITH ONLY SMALL ARMS, MORTARS; AND

AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. ON A FEW OCCASIONS, THE 3D ID ELEMENTS WOULD

ENCOUNTER NORTH KOREAN UNITS THAT WERE ARMED WITH ARTILLERY PIECES

GENERALLY OF WORLD WAR II VINTAGE. ON THESE FEW OCCASIONS, THE

U.S. FIRE-POWER PROVED TO BE THE DECISIVE FACTOR IN THE BATTLE Tv

FORCING THE NORTH KOREAN ELEMENTS TO WITHDRAW OR AB*RDON THEIR

ART ILLERY,

FROM A TECHNOLOGICAL AND LOGISTICAL STANDPOINT) NORTH

KOREAN FORCES WERE WELL BEHIND THE U.S. IN WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY AND

EMPLOYMENT , AND BECAUSE NORTH KOREAN FORCES WERE OPERATING BEHIND

U.S. LINES, LOGISTICAL SUPPORT FROM THE NORTH WAS NON-EXISTENCT,

, WHICH MEANT CONDUCTING RAIDS AND AMBUSHES IN ORDER TO SUPPLY THEIR

FORCES,

GUERRILLA TYPE OPERATIONS CONDUCTED BY THE NORTH KOREAN

FORCES WAS APPARENTLY CONTROLLED BY HARD CORE CHINESE OR RUSSIAN

ADVISORS INFILTRATED INTO THE SOUTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF ORGANIZING

RESISTANCE, LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT THE OVERALL COMMAND AND CONTROL,

PUT THE RESEARCH INDICATES THAT THE GROUPS PRIMARILY OPERATED

INDEPENDENTLY OF EACH OTHER. ONCE AN ADVISOR HAD ORGANIZED 150 TO

200 PERSONNEL, HE WOULD BEGIN CONDUCTING RAIDS ON TARGETS OF

OPPORTUNITY USUALLY FOR FOOD AND AMMUNITION,
"4 .'.4_

THE LEADERSHIP PROVIDED BY CHINESE OR RUSSIAN OFFICERS AND

NCOs WAS APPARENTLY NOT LIMITED TO THE NORTH KOREAN FORCES OPERATING *

BEHIND THE U.S. LINES BUT WAS ALSO A PRACTICE OF FRONT LINE UNITS

16 F".



AS WELL, ACCORDING TO THE PRISONER OF WAR REPORTS, THE NORTH

KOREAN LEADERSHIP DEMONSTRATED TOUGHNESS AND DETERMINATION DURING

TRAINING. BUT DURING THE BATTLEA THE LEADERS WERE OFTEN TIMES

THE FIRST TO BREAK AND RUN. CHINESE AND RUSSIAN LEADERSHIP

REPORTEDLY WAS MORE DETERMINED, THESE OFFICERS AND NCOs DID NOT

BREAK AND RUN DURING BATTLE, AND IT WAS REPORTED THAT THEY WOULD

SHOOT ANYONE WHO DID.

THE COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLE OF USING FEAR TO KEEP

THE SOLDIERS IN LINE HAD AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON UNIT MORALE, THIS

TACTIC, COUPLED WITH THE RECENT U.N. SUCCESSESi LACK OF ADEQUATE

SUPPLIES, CLOTHING AND ILLNESS FORCED THE CHINESE TO START REPLACING

NORTH KOREAN FRONT LINE UNITS WITH CHINESE REGULARS.

I VERY LITTLE INFORMATION ON NORTH KOREAN OR CHINESE INTELLIGENCE

GATHERING CAPABILITIES HAS COME TO LIGHT, HOWEVER, ONE COLLECTION

METHOD KNOWN TO HAVE BFEN USED WAS SIMPLY BY VISUAL OBSERVATION

AND PATTERN ANALYSIS, USING HIGH GROUND TO OBSERVE A TARGET,

SOLDIERS WOULD WATCH AND RECORD THE ACTIVITY IN THE TARGET AREA

LOOKING FOR EITHER A PATTERN OR TIMING OF EVENTS OR TRYING TO

DISCOVER A WEAKNESS THAT COULD BE EXPLOITED. THIS METHOD PROVED 77

TO BE VERY EFFECTIVE FOR THE NORTH AND DID NOT RELY ON TECHNOLOGY
i,', , .~I.,"'.

"*i FOR SUCCESSFUL ACCOMPLISHMENT, '4-
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CHAPTER III

THE BATTLE ANALYSIS

THE MISSIONS&'•'

THE FIRST COMMITMENT OF THE 3D (US) INFANTRY DIVISION IN

THE KOREAN WAR TOOK PLACE IN THE NORTHEASTERN KOREA DURING THE

MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1950. IT WAS INTEGRATED AS REAR AREA SUPPORT

INTO THE X CORPS DRIVE NORTH TO THE YALU RIVER, SPECIFICALLY,

THE 3D DIVISION'S MISSION WAS DETAILED IN THE X CORPS OPERATION

ORDER #6 ON 11 NOVEMBER AS FOLLOWS=:30 S

(1) RELIEVE ELEMENTS OF THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION IN [•

ZONE BY 1224001 NOVEMBER,

(2) SECURE THE WONSAN AREA.

(3) DESTROY ENEMY IN ZONES

(4) ESTABLISH BATTALION BLOCKING POSITIONS IN ACCORDANCE

WITH ANNEX C AND PROTECT X CORPS LEFT (WEST) FLANK IN ZONE.

(5) PREPARE FOR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS TO THE WEST (OF

WONSAN) ON YONGHUNG - HADONGSAN NI (CU1283) AXIS AND ON WONSAN - "

ONJONG NI (CU1341) AXIS.

. (6) PROVIDE ONE INFANTRY BATTALION AS CORPS RESERVE,

LOCATED AT HAMHUNG,

(7) GAIN OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THE 26TH ROK REGIMENT

TO ASSIST IN DESTROYING ENEMY FORCES IN ZONE.

18



THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION, COMMANDED BY BRIGADIER GENERAL

SOULE, WAS COMPOSED OF THREE ORGANIC REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAMS (7TH, .

15TH, AND 65TH) AND HAD ATTACHED TO IT THE IsT ROK MARINE REGIMENT L.

A" AND THE 26TH ROKA REGIMENT. BY THE 21ST OF NOVEMBER, THE 3D ID

COMPLETED ITS UNOPPOSED AMPHIBIOUS LANDING AT WONSAN. THE 65TH

RCT LED THE WAY. 3 1  ITS PRESENCE PROGRESSIVELY RELEASED THE

MAJORITY OF THE 1sT (US) MARINE DIVISION FROM SECURITY OPERATIONS

IN THE WONSAN - HAMHUNG AREA FOR ITS FOLLOW-ON MISSION UP NORTH,

IN ADDITION TO THE ATTACHMENT OF SOUTH KOREAN FORCES, ONE UNIQUE

ASPECT OF THE TASK ORGANIZATION STANDARD THROUGHOUT THE X CORPS

WAS THE ATTACHMENT OF A TACTICAL AIR CONTROL PARTY TO EACH OF THE

INFANTRY BATTALIONS. THIS PROVIDED SIMPLIFIED COMMUNICATION

.. PROCEDURES AND MORE RESPONSIVE AND DIRECT CLOSE AIR SUPPORT (CAS)
%q;' ,:L,.MISSIONS. 2"

Iff NUEMY OBJEcTvS!:

SINCE THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION'S MISSION WAS REAR AREA

SECURITY WITH ON-ORDER OFFENSIVE TASKINGS, ITS PRINCIPAL ADVERSARY

WAS A CONGLOMERATION OF THE BY-PASSED NORTH KOREAN SOLDIERS AND

UNITS, ORGANIZED SOUTH KOREAN (COMMUNIST) GUERRILLAS, BANDITS.

"THE DESTITUTE, AND THE DISAFFECTIONED POPULACE, MANY OF WHOM

SOUGHT NOT ONLY POLITICAL IDEALS BUT ALSO THEIR BASIC NEEDS

BROUGHT ON BY COLD AND HUNGER) THEY HAD BEEN DISPLACED BY THE

"FIGHTING OR CUT OFF FROM THEIR SUPPLY BASE IN THE NORTH. IN

EITHER CASE, THEY WERE DESPERATE, IN BANDS OF 2,00 TO 3,000

"EACH, THEY COULD GIVE A BATTALION FITS FOR A DAY OR TWO BEFORE
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33
FADING AWAY INTO THE RUGGED COUNTRYSIDE. 3

THEIR NUMBERS AND ACTIVITIES REACHED A NEW HEIGHT DURING K..
THE PERIOD IN MID-OCTOBER WHEN THE COMMUNIST CHINESE JOINED IN

THE FIGHTING ON OTHER THAN A VOLUNTEER SCALE. BEGINNING ON 18

OCTOBER, COINCIDENTALLY THE SAME DATE ON WHICH THE X CORPS BEGAN

ITS DEPARTURE FROM INCHON FOR THE WIDE SWEEP OF KOREA, CHINESE I.

COMMUNIST FORCES IN REGIMENTAL AND DIVISIONAL STRENGTH CROSSED

THE YALU RIVER INTO KOREA AS THE VANGUARD OF A LONG PARADE OF

NORTH KOREAN SUPPORTERS, THEY WERE ENCOUNTERED IN THE X CORPS

.34' ZONE IN ONLY ONE GENERAL AREA -- CHOSIN RESERVOIR.

IN GENERAL, THE ENEMY'S TACTICAL OBJECTIVES IN THE REAR

AREAS ASSIGNED TO THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION WERE DESGINATED TO:

(1) DRAW MANPOWER FROM FRONT LINES

(2) INTERDICT U.N, LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS AND

SUPPLY CENTERS

(3) DESTROY REAR AREA INSTALLATIONS

(4) FURNISH THE NORTH KOREANS WITH MILITARY

INTELLIGENCE, AND

(5) TERRORIZE THE LOCAL POPULATION INTO COOPERATION.35 .7"l

THEY ALSO HAD A STRONG PERSONAL OBJECTIVE OF STAYING ALIVE,

WHICH NECESSITATED PILFERAGE. THEIR MILITARY AND POLITICAL OBJECTIVES

INCLUDED: "p"

(1) STRENGTHENING PARTY CELLS

(2) DISSEMINATION OF COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA

20



(3) CREATION OF DISSATISFACTION TOWARD THE ROK

GOVERNMENT

(4) FOSTERING OF ANTAGONISM TOWARD THE U.N. FORCES

(5) DISRUPTION OF ECONOMIC LIFE, AND

(6) THE INFILTRATION OF ROK GOVERNMENT, POLICE AND

MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS,
36

THE ENEMY TACTICS

BY EMPLOYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING TACTICS, THE ENEMY WAS ABLE

TO OPERATE IN SPITE OF THE FRIENDLY AIR, ARTILLERY, ARMOR, AND

LOGISTIC SUPERIORITY:

MOVEMENT:

MOVEMENT WAS MADE AT NIGHT, BY FOOT, AND IN SMALL, GROUPS

ALONG DIVERSE ROUTES TO AVOID DETECTION. DURING THE DAY, THEY RESTED,

THE OFFICERS AND COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICIALS USED HOUSES CONFISCATED

FROM THE POPULACE, AND THE ENLISTED MEN DUG HOLES ALONG THE ROADS

AND TRAILS THEY TRAVERSED. MANY WERE FOUND IN SUCH HOLES FROZEN

TO DEATH FROM NIGHT-TIME TEMPERATURES THAT DIPPED IN THE LATE

NOVEMBER TO -25°F, USING MOUNTAINAND CROSS-COUNTRY PATHS, THEY

COULD AVERAGE 22 MILES PER NIGHT, WITH FORCED MARCH DISTANCES REACHING

35 MILES WITHOUT IMPAIRING COMBAT EFFICIENCY. TRAILS WERE MARKED

BY WOVEN GRASS OR STRAW RINGS ABOUT EIGHT INCHES IN DIAMETER PLACED

EVERY 50 TO 100 METERS ALONG THE WAY,

21
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PATROLS'

"THE ENEMY USED SMALL RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS TO MAINTAIN

CONTACT WITH THE U.N, UNITS. HORSES ALLOWED THEM TO COVER LARGER

AREAS. THEY WERE ARMED WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND CONCUSSION

GRENADES, OFTEN USED TO PROD A U.N. RESPONSE WITH THE OBJECTIVE

OF DETERMINING LOCATION AND STRENGTH, THEY WOULD ALSO ASSIST

ARTILLERY TARGET ACQUISITION BY FIRING TRACER ROUNDS INTO KNOWN
U.N. POSITIONS.

ATTACK:
THE ENEMY OFTEN ATTACKED AT NIGHT SUPPORTED BY WELL-

COORDINATED MORTAR, ROCKETo AND AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRES, BECAUSE

OF TRANSPORTABILITY, CAMOUFLAGE, AND LOGISTIC DIFFICULTIES

ASSOCIATED WITH ARTILLERY, THE ENEMY USED IT VERY LITTLE. THEY

CONDUCTED AN INFANTRY ASSAULT ON THE HEELS OF THEIR SUPPORTING
S... . ... .. ,6..;,-. .

FIRE USING, LiTERALLY, WAVES OF HUMANITY. THOSE WHO HAD WEAPONS

CHARGED WITH RIFLES, SUB-MACHINEGUNS, AND CONCUSSION GRENADES.

(ONLY ABOUT 60% OF THE GUERRILLAS DID AT ANY ONE TIME HAD WEAPONS 17.7

IN THEIR POSSESSION THEY USED WHISTLES, BUGLES, AND FLARES .

TO EXERCISE COMMAND AND CONTROL, AND THEY CAPITALIZED ON THE

CONFUSION AND FRIGHT THOSE TOOLS CAUSED IN THE U.N. FORCES.

WHEN THEY SEIZED THEIR OBJECTIVE, THEY WOULD QUICKLY DIG IN AND

REORGANIZE. IF THEY FAILEDi THEY WOULD WITHDRAW IN AN ORDERLY

S. FASHION WITH THEIR DEAD IN TOW.

THE ENEMY ALWAYS TRIED HARD TO INFILTRATE U,N. UNITS

DURING THEIR ATTACKS, OUR INABILITY TO TELL ONE ORIENTAL FROM

ANOTHER MADE THE U.S. UNITS PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE TO THIS TACTIC,.
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As WITH RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS, THE ENEMY WAS PARTICULARLY

ADEPT AT TRICKING U.N. FORCES INTO DISCLOSING THEIR POSITIONS AND

STRENGTH BY USING PROBING FIRE OR EMPLOYING ENGLISH-SPEAKING

MEMBERS WHO WOULD POSE AS FRIENDLY. DEMONSTRATING GREAT COURAGE,

THEY WOULD WALK RIGHT UP TO U.N. POSITIONS WHILE IN SUCH DISGUISE

AND THEN OPEN FIRE ON THEM.

DEFENSE:

THE ENEMY ATTEMPTED TO COAX U.N. TROOPS INTO THEIR

LINES BY OPENING ACCESS ROUTES AND THEN ATTACKING ON BOTH FLANKS

AND THE REAR, PREVENTING ESCAPE OR REINFORCEMENT.

THEY AVOIDED HIGH GROUND WHERE THEY WERE VULNERABLE

TO U.N, AIR OBSERVATION OR ATTACK. INSTEAD, THEY ESTABLISHED

THEIR DEFENSIVE POSITIONS ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF HILLS OR WELL

DOWN ON THE FRONT SIDE, THEY MADE EVERY ATTEMPT TO OUTFLANK

THEIR ENEMY AND DECEPTIVELY HIDE THEIR MAIN FORCE, FOR INSTANCE,

SOMETIMES THEY PUBLICIZED THEIR LINES WITH LARGE FIRES AT NIGHT

WHILE THEY WITHDREW TO SAFE GROUND IN THE REAR. As A RESULT, THE

U.N. FORCES WOULD WASTE A LOT OF AMMUNITION.

GUERRILLA OPERATIONS:

VEHICLE COLUMNS WERE ALLOWED TO ENTER AN AMBUSH AND THEN
.' THE LEAD AND REAR VEHICLES WERE CRIPPLED. THE ENEMY RAKED THE iil

TRAPPED COLUMNS FROM HIGH GROUND ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ROAD,

THE ENEMY USED TANK HUNTER-KILLER TEAMS AGAINST ARMOR.

* ONE TYPE OF TEAM HAD THREE MEMBERS -- ONE WITH ANTI-ARMOR ROCKET "

LAUNCHER; TWO FOR SECURITY AND TO CARRY SUPPLIES. ANOTHER TYPE U.
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USED A MODIFIED BANGALORE TORPEDO AND STILL ANOTHER USED SATCHEL

CHARGES SUSPENDED ON LONG BAMBOO POLES.

INFILTRATORS WOULD BUILD ROAD BLOCKS BEHIND U.N. FORCES

AND CUT OFF THEIR ESCAPE PRIOR TO A MAJOR OFFENSIVE.

IN THE MOUNTAINS, SMALL ENEMY GROUPS WOULD OCCUPY THE

HIGH GROUND AND ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE OBSERVED, INVITING ATTACK,

U. N. FORCES WOULD CONCENTRATE FIRE ON THEM, WHILE OTHER ENEMY

GROUPS WOULD ENCIRCLE THEM THROUGH THE VALLEYS. THEY USED A

SPECIAL HARPOON TO CLIMB STEEP MOUNTAIN CLIFFS,

LEADING ELEMENTS OF ATTACK GROUPS MINGLED WITH REFUGEE

STRAGGLERS AND WOULD ATTACK BY SURPRISE. DISGUISED AS REFUGEES,

THEY PREPARED AMBUSHES AND ROAD BLOCKS ALONG FRIENDLY AVENUES OF

WITHDRAWAL,

THEY WOULD FEARLESSLY RAISE THEIR HANDS TO SURRENDER)V

AND, WHEN U.N. TROOPS MOVED CLOSE TO TAKE THE PRISONERS, LARGER

ENEMY UNITS HIDDEN IN THE FOLIAGE WOULD OPEN FIRE.

THEY WOULD CONDUCT "MANSEl," KOREAN VERSION OF "BANZAI,"

ATTACKS IN GROUPS OF 50 OR MORE, WHEN UN. FORCES CONCENTRATED

THEIR FIRE ON THE HUMAN WAVEj OTHERS WOULD SLIP AROUND FOR A

FLANKING ATTACK.

THEY WOULD EMPLOY EXTREMELY WELL CAMOUFLAGED TANKS

AND DIRECT-FIRE ARTILLERY ALONG THE ROAD AS U.N. COLUMNS PASSED,

THEY WOULD OFFER UP A BRIGHTLY PAINTED, NEW LOOKING

TANK TO AIR ATTACK AND HEAVILY DEFEND IT IN TIGHT TERRAIN WITH

ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY - A FLAK TRAP.

ENEMY TROOPS WEARING WHITE ARM BANDS WOULD APPROACH

U.N. POSITIONS CLAIMING TO BE GUARDS. WHEN CLOSES THEY WOULD ATTACK,
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COVER AND CONCEALMENT:•:"",..,

NORTH KOREAN TROOPS WERE GOOD AT PASSIVE AIR DEFENSE.

THEY STAYED MOTIONLESS EVEN WHEN BEING BOMBED AND WORE DISGUISES

AND CAMOUFLAGE THAT MADE THEM HARD TO DETECT. IT WOULD BE AN

INTERESTING NOTE THAT THEY LEARNED TO CRAWL ON THEIR BACK, LOOKING

AT THE AIRCRAFT ABOVE.

THEIR WINTER UNIFORM COULD BE REVERSED TO MAKE IT WHITE

AGAINST THE SNOW, WOVEN STRAW MATS AND OTHER NATURAL MATERIALS

WERE USED TO COVER UP PEOPLE AND EQUIPMENT. MosT OF THEIR MOVE-

MENT WAS CONDUCTED AT NIGHT.

IHE COmiAT AdTfoNs

THE FIRST ELEMENTS OF THE 65TH RCT CAME ASHORE AT WONSAN LATE
ON 5 NOVEMBER 1950, ON THE 6THo' THE 2D BATTALION, 65TH RCT MOVED •-.

INTO POSITIONS AT YONGHUNG, THEY, TOGETHER WITH THE 96TH FIELD
ARTILLERY BATTALION, MADE THE FIRST CONTACT WITH ENEMY FORCES AT 04

0300 HOURS ON 7 NOVEMBER, ON THE NORTH EDGE OF YONGHUNG, THEY

WERE ATTACKED BY NORTH KOREANS IN WHAT WAS TO BE THE FIRST OF MANY

NIGHT-TIME ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE ENEMY. By MORNING, WHEN VISIBILITY

ALLOWED MORE ACCURATE FIRING, THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED. A SMALLER

FORCE ATTACKED AGAIN THE NEXT NIGHT WITH SIMILAR RESULTS.

ON 9 NOVEMBER, THE 65TH RCT SENT ITS 1ST BATTALION TO THE

WEST TO ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH EIGHTH ARMY ELEMENTS, MEANWHILE,

THE 58TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION CLOSED IN YONGHUNG. BY THE

EVENING OF THE 10TH, 1ST BN, 65TH RCT HAD GONE 31 MILES WITHOUT

2525



"RESISTANCE. HOWEVER, THEY DID ENCOUNTER DELAYS DUE TO MISINFORMATION

ON BRIDGES, WHICH PROMPTED THE X CORPS COMMANDER, MAJOR GENERAL

ALMOND, TO PERSONALLY VISIT THE SCENE AND INSTALL A SENSE OF

URGENCY IN THE UNIT COMMAND. GENERAL ALMOND REPEATEDLY EXHIBITED

SIMILARLY STRONG COMMAND AND CONTROL THROUGHOUT THE X CORPS

OPERATIONS IN KOREA,

THE FOLLOWING DAY, 11 NOVEMBER, A PATROL REACHED THE EIGHTH

ARMY CONTACT POINT, HADO0NGSAN-NI, BUT MADE NO CONTAC'T WITH ELEMENTS

OF THE EIGHTH ARMY- ON THE SAME DAY, THE 15TH INFANTRY REGIMENTAL

COMBAT TEAM BEGAN LANDING AT WONSAN, AND AN ESTIMATED 25 ENEMY

* , ATTACKED A PATROL OF THE 65TH RCT, VICINITY CU1594. AFTER A

SHORT FIRE FIGHT, THE ENEMY WAS REPULSED. BY THIS TIME, IT WAS

CLEAR THAT THE INSURGENTS WOULD.CONTINUE TO AMBUSH AND ATTACK

CONVOYS, SUPPLY TRAINS, AND OTHER INSTALLATIONS IN A SIMILAR

MANNER. IT WAS ALSO ANTICIPATED THAT GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES IN

THE HAMHUNG AREA WOULD INCREASE AS A RESULT OF THE ENEMY'S .

NORTHERLY MOVEMENT,

ON 12 NOVEMBER, ELEMENTS OF BOTH THE 15TH AND 651H RCTs V
MADE CONTACT WITH UNIDENTIFIED ENEMY UNITS, PERHAPS REMANATS OF

THE RETREATING NORTH KOREAN 10TH DIVISION, NEAR CU4687, AN

ESTIMATED 35 ENEMY WERE CONFRONTED BY THE 65TH RCTj THEY WERE

"DISPERSED BY ARTILLERY. THREE ROAD BLOCKS WERE ENCOUNTERED

BETWEEN WONSAN AND MAJON-NI, SIMILAR LIGHT ACTION CHARACTERIZED

"13 NOVEMBtR WHEN GUERRILLAS WERE REPORTED IN VILLAGES AT CU1810

AND CU5233, SOME VILLAGERS WERE TAKEN AS CONSCRIPTS WHEN THE
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ENEMY WITHDRAW TOWARD PAKHOENYONG MOUNTAIN IN THE MAJON-NI AREA,

IN ANOTHER ACTION, 17 OF AN ESTIMATED 30 ENEMY WERE KILLED OR

CAPTURED IN FIGHTING HALF A MILE SOUTH OF HADONGSAN-NI BY THE

65TH RCT.

CONTACT WAS FIANLLY ESTABLISHED WITH THE EIGHTH ARMY ON

14 NOVEMBER BY ROK PATROLS OPERATING OUT OF A BASE 40 MILES WEST

OF THE COAST, IN ADDITION, PATROLS OF THE 65TH RCT THOROUGHLY 1..°

SEARCHED THE CHOWON AREA VICINITY CU5591 FOR A LARGE GROUP OF

ENEMY REPORTED, WITH NO SUCCESS, HOWEVER, ELEMENTS OF THE 15TH

RCT ENCOUNTERED AND DISPERSED ENEMY UNITS AT CHUAM-Ni VICINITY

CU5623 AND CH.IGYE-DoNG VICINITY CU 5433 WITH LARGE NUMBERS OF

ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION,

', *

ON THE 15TH, A PATROL OF THE 15TH RCT CONTACTED A GROUP

OF ENEMY TROOPS AT CHUNG-NI, VICINITY CU6227, BUT. THEY WERE

UNSUCCESSFUL IN FORCING AN ENGAGEMENT BEFORE THE ENEMY ESCAPED

TO THE SOUTH. ANOTHER ELEMENT OF THE 15TH RCT CAPTURED 200

ENEMY THAT SAME DAY AT KORI. BY THIS TIME, ALL THE UNITS IN THE

3D INFANTRY DIVISION WERE ENGAGED IN THEIR VIGOROUS ANTI-GUERRILLA

PATROLS IN ZONE,

ON 16 NOVEMBER, NEITHER THE 15TH NOR THE 65TH RCT REPORTED

"SIGNIFICANT ENEMY CONTACT, THE 7TH RCT WAS STILL ARRIVING ON

SHORE. HOWEVER, THE 26TH ROK REGIMENT, HEADQUARTERED AT CHIGYONG,

JUST SOUTH OF HAMHUNG, ENCOUNTERED AN ENEMY GROUP DUG IN WITH TWO

MACHINEGUNS ON A HILL NORTH OF HUKSII-RI. NEARLY 50 OF THE 26TH

27
* * -"S

r.. •.,



CONTINGENT WERE TURNED BACK BY THE ENEMY'S STRONG FIRE SUPPORT.

BY 17 NOVEMBER, THE 7TH RCT COMPLETED LANDING AT WONSAN

AND, ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, THEY BEGAN TO MOVE ONE BATTALION TO

THE HAMHUNG AREA TO TAKE UP SECURITY OPERATIONS. THIS ALLOWED

THE 26TH ROK REGIMENT TO ATTACK WEST ON THE 18TH OF NOVEMBER

ABOUT SEVEN MILES AGAINST LIGHT RESISTANCE TO THE TOWN OF

HUKsU-RI, THERE THEY REPORTED AN ESTIMATED 1,500 ENEMY AND

CALLED IN AN AIR STRIKE TO DISPERSE THEM. THEY ENTERED HUKSU-RI a..-.

ON THE SAME DAY, THE 3D BN, KOREAN MARINE CORPS (KMC), ON THE

OTHER HANIo HAD BEEN STOPPED BY A ROAD BLOCK SINCE LATE NIGHT OF

16 NOVEMBER, THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY TO SANJAGUE-DONG, VICINITY

CU3036, AND HAD TO CONTINUE ON FOOT TO AVOID DELAYS, STREAM

WATER LEVELS WERE HIGH DUE TO ICE JAMS AND IT, COMBINED WITH...

POOR ROAD ELEVATION AND DRAINAGE, NECESSITATED ROAD REPAIR

BEFORE MOVEMENT BY VEHICLE COULD CONTINUE, •..

ELEMENTS OF THE 15TH RCT ENGAGED APPROXIMATELY 25 ENEMY

DUG IN AT CU4732, TWO AND A HALF MILE EAST OF MAJON-Ni, AND

SEIZED ENEMY STOCKPILES OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION AT YONGPo-RI,

VICINITY CU3735, ON 17 NOVEMBER, THERE WERE ALSO REPORTS FROM ý.-

CIVILIAN SOURCES AT 1723501 NOV THAT A VILLAGE AT CU4277, THREE

"MILES WEST OF YONGHUNG, WAS UNDER A STRONG ENEMY ATTACKj INCLUDING

ARTILLERY.

AT THIS PERIOD IN TIME, IT WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY

APPARENT THAT THE ENEMY WAS GROWING STRONGER IN HIS ABILITY TO
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CONDUCT LIMITED ATTACKS ON THE X CORPS WEST FLANK. BOTH PLANS

"AND ORDERS WERE BEGINNING TO EMPHASIZE CONTACT WITH AND SUPPORT

p OF THE EIGHTH ARMY.

THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION UNITS SPENT THEIR TIME ON 18 AND

19 NOVEMBER CHASING DOWN THE LEADS OF POSSIBLE ENEMY LOCATIONS

AND CONCENTRATIONS, ALTHOUGH LITTLE CONTACT WAS MADE, THOUSANDS

r.' OF SAFE PASSAGE INVITATIONS HAD BEEN DROPPED ON THE COUNTRYSIDE

FROM THE TIME THE X CORPS LANDED IN HOPES OF PROMPTING SURRENDERS$ :

"ONE EXAMPLE OF SUCCESS IN THIS PROGRAM WAS A NORTH KOREAN DENTAL

OFFICER WHO TURNED HIMSELF IN ON 16 NOVEMBER, HE SAID THAT SUCH

LEAFLETS WERE WELL KNOWN BY THE ENEMY SOLDIERS AND WOULD PROBABLY

BE MUCH MORE SUCCESSFUL IF POSSESSION OF THEFlWAS NOT DEALT WITH

HARSH PUNISHMENT BY THE ENEMY LEADERSHIP, 3 8

THE 20TH OF NOVEMBER SAW ONLY LIGHT PATROL CONTACTS BY THE

15TH AND 65TH RCTs IN SCATTERED AREAS OF THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION

ZONE. ENEMY FORCES DEFENDING HUKSu-RI STUBBORNLY RESISTED THE

26TH ROK REGIMENT, BUT WERE FINALLY DEFEATED AND PUSHED OUT OF

TOWN, DURING THE ACTION, 150 NORTH KOREANS WERE KILLED AND SEVEN

WERE TAKEN PRISONERS

BY 21 NOVEMBER, THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION COMPLETED THE

LANDING OF ALL ITS UNITS, THE 7TH AND 65TH RCTs REPORTED CONTACT.

THE 7TH RCT RAN INTO A NORTH KOREAN COMPANY, VICINITY CU3566, AND

THE 65TH RCT ENGAGED 50 TO 75 ENEMY TROOPS AT CU1213. ENEMY

REINFORCEMENTS RAISED THAT NUMBER TO NEARLY 300, IN OTHER
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INCIDENTS THAT DAY, NINE CRATERS WERE BLOWN IN THE ROAD LEADING

"FROM HAGARU-RI TO YUDAM-NI, MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR VEHICULAR

MOVEMENTS. AT FOUR OTHER LOCATIONS ON THE SAME ROUTE, STONE

OBSTACLES HAD BEEN BUILT AND COVERED WITH BRUSH TO DELAY TRAFFIC

AND FACILITATE AMBUSH,

ON 22 NOVEMBER, THE X CORPS OPERATING INSTRUCTION #17 WAS
p.'

ISSUED WITH THE FOLLOWING CONTENTS PERTINENT TO THE 3D INFANTRY

DIVISION OPERATIONS: 3 9 .-

(1) DESTROY ENEMY IN ZONE,

(2) ESTABLISH BLOCKING POSITION AT SACHANG-NI (CU2439),

(3) CONTINUE PRESENT. MISSION.

.. BY THIS TIME, THE X CORPS LEADERSHIP HAD AN EMERGING TREND

IN ENEMY ACTIVITY TO CONSIDER. THERE WAS AN OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE

OF GROWING EFFICIENCY AND ORGANIZATION OF ENEMY FORCES OPERATING

BEHIND THE X CORPS FRONT LINES AND IN THE EIGHTH ARMY ZONE NEAR

THE X CORPS BOUNDARY, IN PREVIOUS WEEKS, ENEMY GROUPS CONSISTED

OF STRAGGLERS AND DISORGANIZED REMNANTS OF RETREATING UNITS WHOSE

ACTIVITIES WERE GENERALLY CONCERNED WITH MINOR RAIDS, AMBUSHES,

AND ATTACKS ON VILLAGES TO OBTAIN FOOD AND CLOTHING. NOW THESE

ELEMENTS HAD GRADUALLY BEEN INTEGRATED INTO FORCES WHICH WERE WELL , "

ORGANIZED AND EQUIPPED WITH ORGANIC ARTILLERY. THEY WERE CAPABLE

OF LAUNCHING COORDINATED ATTACKS IN CONSIDERABLE STRENGTH, AS

EVIDENCED BY THE BATTLE AT MAJON-NI .40

ON 23 NOVEMBER, THERE WAS A LOT GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES IN
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LARGE STRENGTHS AND SPREAD OVER A WIDE AREA. HOWEVER, THE 26TH

* - ROK REGIMENT PATROLLED WEST OF HUKSu-RI IN THE VICINITY OF THE

X CORPS BOUNDARY AND CAPTURED SACHANG-NI IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH

THE BLOCKING POSITION DIRECTED IN 01 #17.

THE X CORPS OPERATION ORDER #7, DATED 252400i Nov 50,
CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS FOR THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION!41  I,?

(1) GAIN AND MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH THE EIGHTH ARMY

iA,' RIGHT FLANK.
(2) PROTECT THE X CORPS WEST FLANK IN ZONE.

(3) SUPPORT THE 1S,T MARINE DIVISION ON ORDER.

(4) PROTECT THE AIRFIELD AND HARBOR FACILITIES IN THE

WONSAN AREA.

(5) DESTROY ENEMY GUERRILLA FORCES IN ZONE.

THE 7TH RCT FOLLOWED THE 26TH ROK REGIMENT AND, DESPITE

FRIGID -25°F TEMPERATURES AND HIGH WINDS TO RESULT IN SEVERAL

CASES OF FROST BITE, ON 26 NOVEMBER, THE IST BN, 7TH RCT, COMPLETED .

RELIEF OF THE 26TH ROK REGIMENT IN THE VICINITY OF SACHANG-NI.

AFTER RELIEF, THE 26TH WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE 7TH INFANTRY DIVISION'S

CONTROL AND ZONE IN ORDER TO HELP THE X CORPS PLANNED FINAL ATTACK

NORTH. AGAINST MOUNTING RESISTANCE FROM AN INCREASING NUMBER OF

NEWLY IDENTIFIED CCF DIVISIONS, THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND ELEMENTS

OF THE 7TH INFANTRY DIVISION ATTACKED TO NORTH ON 27 NOVEMBER ALONG

BOTH SIDES OF CHOSIN RESERVOIR. I,
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DOWN SOUTH IN THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION ZONE, MG ALMOND,

THE CORPS COMMANDER, WAS SUMMONED TO A HASTILY CALLED MEETING AT

THE FAR EAST COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IN TOKYO ON 28 NOVEMBER. AT F

THIS MEETING, COVERING THE FULL SITUATION OF THE EIGHTH ARMY AND

X CORPS, GENERAL MACARTHUR DIRECTED THAT EXISTING MISSIONS OF THE

X CORPS BE CONTINUED EXCEPT FOR THE ATTACK NORTHWEST FROM THE K.-
"* CHOSIN RESERVOIR. HE DIRECTED IT BE DISCONTINUED. 4 2 THE X CORPS

WEST FLANK WAS TOO WEAK AND ENEMY FORCES TOO STRONG TO RISK IT,

THAT SAME DAY, TO GIVE GREATER PROTECTION TO THE X CORPS

LEFT FLANK, 01 # 18 (2814171 NoV 50) WAS ISSUED WITH THE FOLLWOING

CONSEQUENCES FOR THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION! 4 3

(1) NEW BOUNDARY BETWEEN 3D ID AND 7TH ID PLACED

MAJON-DONG (CU5840) IN 3D ID ZONE.

(2) 3D BN, 7TH RCT, WAS RELEASED TO CONTROL OF 3D ID

WHEN RELIEVED AT HAMHUNG BY AN INFANTRY BATTALION OF 7TH ID,

EMPLOY 3D BN, 7TH RCT, INITIALLY FROM BASE AT MAJON-DONG (CU5840)

TO PROTECT X CORPS MAIN SUPPLY ROUTE IN THAT VICINITY AND TO

OPERATE ON MAJON-DONG - HUKSu-RI AXIS.

ON 29 NOVEMBER, 1ST BN, 7TH RCT, IN THE VICINITY OF SACHANG-NI,

WAS ATTACKED HEAVILY ON THREE SIDES IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS, ,'"

* THE 2D BN MOVED TO RELIEVE THE 1ST BN, COMPANY G, FROM HUKSU-RI,

FOUGHT ITS WAY TO THE 1ST BN, AND WITH THIS REINFORCEMENT, THE

1ST BN CONDUCTED A SUCCESSFUL DEFENSE OF ITS POSITION. THE

• " REMAINDER OF THE 2D BN, WITH A SUPPLY CONVOY, ARRIVED AFTER DARK
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ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, 30 NOVEMBER, AND ENEMY CONTACT HAD BROKEN

"BY THAT TIME,

THIS ACTION CONDUCTED IN DEFENSE OF HUKSu-RI AND SACHANG-NI

MAY WELL HAVE BEEN THE KEY OPERATION IN NOVEMBER BY THE 3D INFANTRY

DIVISION IN SUPPORT OF THE X CORPS, IT PREVENTEI, THE CCF FORCES

FROM PENETRATING THE CORPS MAJOR SERVICE INSTALLATIONS IN THE

VICINITY OF HAMHUNG, CUTTING OFF THE X CORPS WITHDRAWAL ROUTE,

AND SPLITTING THE X CORPS, HOWEVER, THE CCF COUNTEROFFENSIVE

"HAD BEGUN. :"

RESPONDING TO THE CINCUNC ORDERS TO ASSIST THE EIGHTH

ARMY, THE X CORPS OPORD #8 WAS PUBLISHED WITH THE FOLLOWING

* DIRECTIONS FOR THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION:4

" (1) ATTACK WITH A STRONG TASK FORCE ON YONGHUNG

' (CU4978) - INHUNG-NI (CU1891) AXIS WITHOUT DELAY; DEVELOP ENEMY

FORCES IN SANSONG-NI (CU0291) AREA AND ASSIST THE EIGHTH ARMY.

(2) PROTECT THE X CORPS LEFT (WEST) FLANK AND HAMHUNG

"(CU7518) - SUDONG MSR IN ZONE.

(3) CONCENTRATE REMAINING ELEMENTS OF DIVISION IN

CHIGYONG (CU6512) - YONPO (CU7305) AREA.

. "IT ALSO CREATED TASK FORCE CHARLIE, UNDER THE COMMAND OF

BRIGADIER GENERAL A. D. MEAD, COMPOSED OF THE 1ST KMC REGIMENT

"AND ONE BATTALION FROM THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION WITH MISSIONS

TO DESTROY ENEMY IN ZONE AND TO PROTECT WONSAN AND ITS AIRFIELD.
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BECAUSE OF THE RAPIDLY DETERIORATING SITUATION IN THE I.
ROK CORPS ZONE, OPORD #8 WAS NEVER EXECUTED, IT WAS OVERTAKEN

BY EVENTS. THE X CORPS FORCES WERE EXTENDED OVER A 400 MILE

FRONT AND THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION HAD A 100 MILE FRONT$ THE

DECISION TO CONCENTRATE IN THE HAMHUNG - HUNGNAM ARF4REQUIRED K
RAPID EXECUTION. THE 3D ID HAD TO MOVE APPROXIMATELY 70 MILES
WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF ENEMY ATTACK ENROUTE IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH

MISSIONS CONTAINED IN 01 #20, DATED 0116361 DEC 50:

(1) ESTABLISH COMMAND POST AT HAMHUNG,

(2) CONCENTRATE ONE RCT VICINITY ORO-RI (CU6950)
AND ONE RCT VICINITY CHIGYONG (CU6612).

(3) COVER MOVEMENT OF THE X CORPS ELEMENTS INTO

HAMHUNG - HUNGNAM AREA.

(4) CONTINUE COVERING FORCE POSITIONS VICINITY

HUKSu-RI AND ALONG INHUNG-NI (CU1587) - YONGHUNG (CU4878) AXIS,

THE SPEED TO CONCENTRATE FORCE WAS APPRECIABLY RETARDED

WHEN, ON THE NEXT DAY, 01 20 WAS RESCINDED BY 01 21 (0200081 DEC

50). THE NEW INSTRUCTION ORDERED THE 3D ID TO CONCENTRATE TO

DEFEND THE WONSAN AREA, IT ALSO DISSOLVED TF CHARLIE AND DETACHED

THE 1ST KMC REGIMENT FROM THE 3D ID SO IT COULD MOVE WITHOUT DELAY

TO THE HAMHUNG - HUNGNAM AREA FOR ATTACHMENT TO THE 7TH ID. THIS

CHANGE WAS DIRECTED BY THE CINCFE IN HOPES THAT THE 3D ID COULD

HELP PLUG THE GAP WHICH HAD DEVELOPED IN THE CENTER OF THE KOREAN

PENINSULA. HOWEVER, THE CCF FORCES MOVED TOO FAST TO ALLOW THE

3D ID TO RESPOND AND 01 24 (0319271 DEC 50) CHANGED THEIR DESTINATION
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" BACK TO THE HAMHUNG HUNGNAM DEFENSE PERIMETER, THIS REQUIREMENT K
MARKED THE END OF THE 3D INFANTRY DIVISION'S REAR AREA SECURITY

MISSION. FROM THIS POINT ON, THE 3D ID WAS TO CONDUCT A COVERING

FORCE ROLE FOR THE X CORPS WITHDRAWAL,
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSIONS

THOSE WHO WAGE WAR IN MOUNTAINS SHOULD NEVER PASS THROUGH

"DEFILES WITHOUT FIRST MAKING THEMSELVES MASTERS OF THE HEIGHTS,
MAURICE DE SAXE

THE 3D (US) INFANTRY DIVISION'S PERFORMANCE AROUND WONSAN

IN NOVEMBER 1950 OFFERS LITTLE INSIGHT ON THE REAR AREA COMBAT

i('. - OPERATIONS. THE 3D ID WAS, FOR MOST OF THE TIME, ACTUALLY ENGAGED

IN A CONVENTIONAL DEFENSIVE ROLE. HOWEVERJ THERE ARE SOME COMMON

POINTS ABOUT RACO THAT ARE WORTH EMPHASIZING BASED ON THE 3D ID's

EXPERIENCE:

160 1. RACO IS A NORMAL TACTICAL MISSION THAT SHOULD BE

VIEWED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF ANY COMBAT OPERATION.

2. SPECIALIZED UNITS AND PERSONNEL ARE NOT REQUIRED

FOR RACO. ANY GOOD TACTICAL UNIT CAN CONDUCT ALL THE TASKS

" ASSOCIATED WITH RACO. OUR ENEMY, THE BYPASSED NORTH KOREAN

TROOPS, WEE AFTER ALL CONVENTIONAL, REGULAR TROOPS THAT HAD TO

OPERATE BEHIND THE LINES AS GUERRILLAS, SUN Tsu SAID: WATER

SHAPES ITS COURSE ACCORDING TO THE GROUND OVER WHICH IT FLOWS.

THE SOLDIER WORKS OUT HIS VICTORY IN RELATION TO THE FOE WHOM

HE IS FACING, 1HEREFORE, Jd1fr AS WATER RETAINS NO CONSTANT

SHAPE, SO IN WARFARE THERE ARE NO CONSTANT CONDITIONS,

3. FLUID OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS ARE GOING• TO LEAVE

LARGE BODIES OF ENEMY SOLDIERS IN THE REAR CREATING THE NEED FOR

SIGNIFICANT FORCES DEVOTED 1-o RACOI
"14 RACO UNITS MUST STRIVE TO BREAK DOWN THE COMMAND
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* AND CONTROL OF THE BYPASSED UNITS. WE CANNOT ALLOW THE BYPASSED

UNITS THE CAPABILITY TO ACT IN CONCERT.

5. THE AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY MUST BE DIVIDED AMONG

THE SUBORDINATE ELEMENTS, AND EACH SUBORDINATE ELEMENT NEEDS

COMBAT SUPPORT AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT UNITS.

6. CONVOY MOVEMENT WITHIN THE REAR AREA MUST BE

TREATED AS A COMBAT OPERATION. THERE SHOULD BE COORDINATION AT

ALL LEVELS TO PROVIDE SECURITY AND FIRE SUPPORT. THE COMMAND AND

CONTROL, ROUTE RECONNAISSANCE TO IDENTIFY POSSIBLE AMBUSH SITES.

"REHEARSAL OF ACTION TO BE TAKEN UPON ENCOUNTERING AMBUSH, AND

CONVOY DISCIPLINE MUST BE REVIEWED PRIOR TO COMMENCING MOVEMENT.

7. SECURITY IS COMMAND RESPONSIBILITY, ALL UNITS,

REGARDLESS OF TYPE AND SIZE, MUST PROVIDE THEIR OWN SECURITY; ::,
"ALLROUND SECLRITY,

8, COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS MUST BE TRAINED

TO PARTICIPATE IN SMALL UNIT COMBAT ACTIONS. .

9. THE RACO UNIT SHOULD CONDUCT AGGRESSIVE NIGHT

OPERATIONS TO DENY THE ENEMY'S EXPLOITATION OF DARKNESS AND

INACTIV'TY BY FRIENDLY FORCES. SURPRISE MUST NOT BE ALLOWED.

10. RACO UNJTS SHOULD BE SUPPORTED BY STRONG CIVIL

AFFAIRS ELEMENT TO HELP HANDLE POPULACE, WHENEVER POSSIBLE,

FOOD AND MEDICAL AID SHOULD BE EXTENDED TO THE LOCAL. CIVILIANS,

11. RACO OPERATIONS NEED ADDITIONAL COMBAT ENGINEER
-*--- ,I

SUPPORT TO PROTECT AND MAINTAIN THE LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS,

12. INTEROPERABILITY IS A VIABLE CONCEPT FOR COALITION

WARFARE, THE US AND ROK UNITS ACCOMPLISHED AN OUTSTANDING JOB

37
'* .* * t.*-.* *-.~ -. . ~ -..



TOGETHER. HOWEVER, THE ENEMY WILL EXPLOIT THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN

UNITS FOR TACTICAL ADVANTAGE.

THE BATTLE ANALYSIS OF THE 3D US INFANTRY DIVISION WAS A

WORTHWHILE PROJECT. THROUGH THE STUDIES MADE ON THE COMBAT ACTIONS

IN KOREA, THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC PROBLEMS SURFACED FROM WHICH

LESSONS COULD BE LEARNED:

1. UNITS MUST CONDUCT RECONNAISSANCE IN EVERY DIRECTION

TO AVOID SURPRISE. AN ASSUMPTION THAT A PARTICULAR FLANK IS COVERED

IS DEADLY,

2. ALL UNI1MUST HABITUALLY CONDUCT RECONNAISSANCE

ALONG THE$IPPLY ROUTES, SECURED SUPPLY ROUTE IS THE KEY TO

SUCCESS FOR FUTURE OPERATIONS,

3. WHEN A UN!T IS ADVANCING THROUGH A CORRIDOR,

SECURITY ELEMENTS MUST BE PLACED IN POSITION TO OBSERVE POSSIBLE

ENEMY MOVEMENT IN ADJACENT COMPARTMENTS AND CORRIDORS, THE

FEELING OF SAFETY OFFERED• BY GOOD ROADS AND FINE WEATHER IS FALSE "

AND DANGEROUS,

4. DOMINANT TERRAIN, NEEDLESS TO SAY, MUST bE SECURED ,

(OCCUPIED OR CONTROLLED) PRIOR TO ADVANCING THROUGH A CORRIDOR,

"PASSAGE IS DETERMINED BY THE SEIZURE OF THE KEY TERRAIN. THAT IS

WHY DUKE OF WELLINGTON SAID: THE WHULE ART OF WAR CONSISTS IN

GETTING AT WHAT IS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL,

5, IF ENCIRCLED, LOSS OF LEADERS AND THE LACK OF

REPLACEMENTS FOR CASUALTIES WILL BECOME A MAJOR PROBLEM,

6, CASUALTIES WILL OVER TAX THE MEDICAL FACILITIES.
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7. LACK OF SHELTER WILL POSE A GREAT MORALE PROBLEM,

8. COLD WEATHER TRAINING (AS LOW AS -27*F WITHOUTO .

THE CONSIDERATION FOR WIND CHILL FACTOR IN KOREA), COLD WEATHER

GEAR, COMMAND EMPHASISj AND MEDICAL CARE FOR COLD INJURY ARE ALL
MUSTs.

9. THERE MUST BE ADEQUATE EVACUATION CAPABILITY.

10. SUPPLY DISCIPLINE MUST BE STRICTLY ENFORCED.

CONSERVATION, AS WELL AS PROTECTION, IS THE KEY. SHORTAGE OF

ARTILLERY AMMUNITION, NOT TO MENTION THE SMALL ARMS FOR INDIVIDUAL

RIFLEMAN, WAS A COMMON PLACE,

I.•' 11. OFTEN CAS SUPPORT WAS WASTED UPON VAGUE TARGETS.

12. Loss OF COMMUNICATION POSES A MAJOR THREAT IN ALL

TYPES OF TACTICAL ENVIRONMENTS.

13. THERE IS A NEED FOR THE US ARMY TO DEVELOP THEORIES

AND GUIDANCE FOR THOSE WHO ARE ENCIRCLED BY THE ENEMY, HOW TO

BREAK OUT OR HOW TO FIGHT WITHIN? WHAT ARE THE GROUND OR AIR

ASSETS TO ASSIST THEM? WHAT ARE THE PROCEDURES?

4','

..

"-THE END -
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